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Trail Facilities

• Shared Use Paths

•Paved Shoulders/Bike Lanes/Sharrows

•U.S. Bike Routes

•Water Trails (canoe/kayak)

• Trails in Parks (hiking, 
cross country skiing, fat tire 
mountain biking)



Why Invest in Trails?

• Retains and Attracts Businesses and Residents

• Increases Real Estate Values

• Promotes Tourism

• Increases Tax Revenue

• Encourages Physical Activity (health)

• Improves Safety

• Reduces Environmental Impact

National Association of Homebuilders
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In most metro areas studied, every one-

point increase in the 100-point Walk 

Score scale is associated with an 

increase in home value of $500 - $3,000.



County Average number of 
pedestrian crashes per 

year

Average number of 
bicycle crashes per 

year

Average number of 
nonmotorized crashes that 

resulted in a fatality

Average number of 
nonmotorized

crashes that resulted 
in a serious injury

Berrien 30.6 20.2 4.4 9.4

Cass 6.2 3.8 2.0 1.6

Van Buren 12.8 6.6 1.8 5.0

Source: Michigan Traffic Crash Facts, 2015-2019

County Total Households 

with No Vehicles

Berrien 5,406

Cass 900

Van Buren 1,650

TOTAL 7,956

Trails - Safety and Equity



On and Off Road Trails in SW Michigan

County

Off-Road 

Facilities

(miles)

2019

Change in Off-

Road Facilities 

(miles) 

2011 to 2019

On-Road 

Facilities 

(miles)

2019

Change in On-

Road Facilities 

(miles) 

2011 to 2019

Berrien 22 +10 90 +14

Cass 2 +1.9 54 +16

Van Buren 48 +6 47 +20

TOTAL 72 +18 191 +50



• Red Arrow Linear Park (Union Pier/Harbert)

• IN MI River Valley Trail (Niles to Mishawaka)

• McCoy Creek Trail (Buchanan)

• Harbor Shores Trail (Benton Harbor)

• John and Dede Howard Recreational 
Trail (St. Joseph)

• Paw Paw Lake (Watervliet/Coloma)

Major Existing Trail Systems



Priorities – Berrien County Major Trail Projects
• Marquette 

Greenway

• Red Arrow Linear 
Park (US12 –
Bridgman)

• IN MI RVT 
expansion/Lake 
Chapin Bridge

• McCoy Creek 
expansion

• Ox Creek Trail 

• Hickory Creek Trail

• M-63 Pathway



Water Trails
• Lake Michigan Water Trail (Berrien and Van Buren)

• St. Joseph River (Berrien)

• Dowagiac River (Cass and Berrien)

• Paw Paw River (Van Buren and Berrien)

• Galien River (Berrien)

• Hickory Creek (Berrien)



Friends of Berrien County Trails

• Michigan registered 501(c)(3) non-profit

• Support the construction and maintenance of trails 
(pedestrian, bicycle and waterway) within Berrien 
County and connecting to adjacent counties

• Encourage trail use

• Core Values - Improve Safety, Connect 
Communities, Improve Health & Wellness, Support 
Economic Development, Build World Class Trails

• www.BerrienTrails.org

http://www.berrientrails.org/


• To promote trail connectivity, 
alternative transportation, 
safety for all users, recreational 
opportunities and economic 
development.

• Engage the entire County, local 
governments, community 
groups, 
and citizens in developing a 
robust trails master plan that 
will connect cities, villages, 
townships, parks and major 
destinations.



Support for Berrien County Trails Master Plan
Chikaming Township

City of Bridgman

City of Coloma

City of New Buffalo

City of St. Joseph

Hagar Township

Lake Charter Township

Lincoln Township

New Buffalo Township

Niles Charter Township

Royalton Township

St. Joseph Charter Township

Village of Berrien Springs

Village of Grand Beach

Village of Stevensville

Village of Three Oaks

Watervliet Charter Township

Spectrum Lakeland
Berrien Community Foundation
Whirlpool



Plan Progress
• Hired Consultant 

• Kickoff Meeting - December 2021

• Data Collection (need municipal 
data)

• Next Steps – Public Engagement 
(survey, stakeholder interviews, 
community meetings, etc.)

• Next Steering Committee Meeting 
– March 2022

• Complete Plan – Summer 2022

• Support Resolutions from County & 
Each Municipality



Questions/Discussion


